Earley Neighbourhood Action Group Community Forum Meeting Minutes

Monday 14th July 2025

Present

Phil Marsh Chair & Resident, Marefield

Mark Ashwell WBC Councillor for Sports & Leisure
Caroline Smith WBC Councillor & Resident, Northam Close
Mike Smith ETC Councillor & Resident, Northam Close

Moses lyengunmwena
lan Jobson

ETC Councillor & Resident, Swepstone Close
Laurel Park Football Club & Resident, Trusthorpe Close

Colin Mair MERA & Resident, Lakeside

Tim Marsh ACER & Resident, Milton Road

Rose Kayani Resident, Beech Lane

Helen Elderfield Resident, Marefield

Hazel Bell Resident, Sibson

Sarah Chaplin Resident, Marefield

Zahra Colwill Resident, Highfields

Paul Adkins Neighbourhood Watch Area Representative
Simon Botham Neighbourhood Sergeant, Thames Valley Police
Karen Collins Neighbourhood Administrator, Thames Valley Police
Apologies

Molli Cleaver
Toni D’Amaro
Elena Ispas

Community Relations Manager, University of Reading
Neighbourhood Specialist officer, Thames Valley Police
Police Community Support Officer, Thames Valley Police

NB: These minutes are a record of what happened in the meeting, what was said, what was discussed, and
what action would be taken where appropriate. Some items remain as ongoing from meeting to meeting
so that they can be monitored at every meeting. Please be advised that no laptops will be allowed to be
used in the Council Chamber and mobile phones will only be allowed to be used by the Police in
emergencies.



Points from the Agenda:

1. Apologies for absence:
Phil welcomed the attendees and asked everyone to introduce themselves. The apologies are listed above.

2. Minutes from the previous Meeting on 19" May 2025:
The minutes were proposed for approval by Helen Elderfield and seconded by Karen Collins.

3. Matters arising:
Phil thanked Rose for taking the action to invite local councillors to attend the NAG and asked her to provide an
update on the responses. Rose advised it was important that this item be recorded properly. She confirmed the
replies she received from the 3 councillors (one of whom was from the Mayor) were very encouraging, and they
all expressed their regret that they could not join us for the meeting due to their prior engagements, but they all
said they would try to join us in the future. They also expressed a wish to receive minutes and future meeting
dates. Rose said she will keep up the good work.

4. AOB: (proposals for consideration from attendees)
Concerns around the Moat House residents were proposed and moved to agenda item 13.

5. Update from the Neighbourhood Policing Team: Police Priorities: a) Burglary; b) Anti-social behaviour; c) County
Lines issues; and d) Road Safety / Speeding
Simon provided an update on the crimes reported from 20" May 2025 to 14th July 2025.

a) Burglary

4 x Business Burglaries — Chalfont Way x 2, Rushey Way and Redhatch Drive

2 x Residential Burglaries — Clevedon Drive where a copper reel was stolen during refurbishment and
Aldbourne Avenue where a shed and garage were targeted - no access to the main property.

b) Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB)

26 reports of ASB — among these, the majority related to the smell of drugs and others to riding
motorbikes/mopeds at speed around the area. There have also been reports of nitrous oxide canisters
and Simon reported that the classification is under review.

1 Report of Arson on Chilcombe Way related to an isolated domestic issue.

21 reports of Criminal Damage — several reports were of damage caused at Loddon Valley Police Station
and several related to offensive graffiti around the area and at the University.

3 reports of Dangerous Dogs — mostly dog on dog issues or where owners had stepped between them.
32 x Shopliftings across local retailers. PCSO Elena has been visiting local retailers to assist and encourage
them to sign up to DISC, an information-sharing and reporting platform funded by the Police and Crime
Commissioner (PCC) which allows retailers to report and access information about crime such as
shoplifting and ASB. A core part of the PCC’s Retail Crime Strategy is to make reporting shoplifting
offences easier and more efficient for retailers. This has led to a significant increase in the number of
reported shopliftings. Simon advised that a prolific shoplifter had recently been arrested and imprisoned.
3 x Robberies relating to local retailers where a threat of violence was used.

9 x Making off without Payment — most related to driving off from fuel forecourts.

12 x Theft from Motor Vehicles — 6 of these involved thefts of wing mirrors and some were registration
plates.

3 x Thefts of Motor Vehicle — Barn Croft Drive x 2 and Whitenights

15 x Theft of Pedal Cycles — the majority were from the University and the leisure centre where a suspect
had been identified.

2 x Unauthorised Encampments — Chalfont Way and Danehill. Both were moved on.
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c) County Lines issues
There is a dedicated Tasking Team who use covert and overt tactics to disrupt county drug lines. Their
main focus is on protecting vulnerable victims from exploitation.

d) Road Safety / Speeding
If you have any roads or areas you would like to nominate for a session, please add them into the
comments box on the NAG’s website https://earleynag.org/entries/general/community-speedwatch-uk

The following roads have been previously nominated for sessions: Highfields, Kilnsea Drive, London Road,
Chatteris Way and Beech Lane.

Laurel Park: “Saturday Matchday Traffic” safety in surrounding roads, review the success of any new
mitigations put in place or proposed by WBC (Clir Mark Ashwell, WBC)

Mark summarised the work undertaken with local partners to identify and assess sites that might help solve issues
with match day parking and traffic. Access to Laurel Park from Rushey Way has currently been ruled out due to
the costs involved. Alternative parking at Maiden Place was deemed not suitable by the town council, but WBC is
still discussing the possibility with the church and local supermarket/shops. Both the Carnival Field and Loddon
Primary School field are being assessed to see if they can be made suitable and what planning and works would be
required. To address the ongoing impact, WBC are considering a temporary parking suspension using cones. The
action they would like to take while exploring other options is to work together on a self-policing parking scheme.
To find a community solution, Mark would like to organise a meeting with WBC, Laurel Park FC and residents of
Marefield to decide whether it can be done, how many cones would be needed, and how it should be managed.
Phil advised he would attend as an “observer” and recommended that an officer from MERA attend to represent
residents of roads bordering Laurel Park that may be affected by any such proposals.

In response to a question regarding 3G pitches, Mark advised WBC had just approved a playing pitch strategy,
which confirms that a further 8 x 3G pitches are required to meet demand. Six can be accommodated within new
developments; the other two are needed in Woodley and Earley.

WBC - ASB attendance requested
Mike offered to speak to the ASB team regarding the dog issues on Beech Lane.

MERA - local update
Colin Mair advised that they did not have any particular concerns regarding ASB, but are still concerned about the
installation of 3G pitches.

ACER - local update

Tim advised our MP had recently chaired a meeting between the Mosque, WBC and local resident associations.
Several actions were assigned at the meeting and these will be followed up at the next meeting being held at the
Mosque. Tim advised a number of nitrous oxide canisters had been left in a wooded area. RE3 state they can be
taken to them, but there is a £6.00 charge for disposal. Caroline offered to check whether WBC can collect
canisters.

Street Lighting — [ASDA footpath] — (Linden / Clir Moses lyengunmwena)
Moses advised he has been liaising with the local HSE officer and the store’s management team to ensure the
lights remain operating.

Neighbourhood Watch — Coordinators from Local Schemes to have their input — (Paul/Phil Thames Valley
Neighbourhood Watch Association)

Paul advised he has been working on a new project called Project Trinity and he will present some information
around it at the next NAG meeting. He went on a ride-along with the police Incident & Crime Response team in
May and it offered an insight into what officer’s experience on a shift.

Paul would be happy to assist anyone who wants to set up a Neighbourhood Watch scheme and they can email
him at chairperson@earleynag.org

Phil advised he has some new posters available to advertise Neighbourhood Watch and if anyone would like a
copy, to let him know.



https://earleynag.org/entries/general/community-speedwatch-uk
mailto:chairperson@earleynag.org

12 University of Reading — community update (Molli)
No update provided at this time.

13 Concerns around the Moat House Hotel
Members of the NAG expressed concerns about the residents of the hotel and felt it can be intimidating when
they are in large groups around the area. Simon advised that the police are engaging with hotel residents, which
can be quite challenging as there are 17 different languages being spoken. All reported incidents are discussed in
regular meetings with WBC and the Home Office. Residents are encouraged to report any concerns they may have
through official channels, not social media.

The meeting closed at 8:45 pm.



NAG website is up & running.

Facebook Page link for posts:

All minutes are now

1009B | Constitution has been posted along with our | https://www.facebook.com/EarleyNAG| available for viewing
terms of reference. In addition the mission online.
statement of the NAG has been inserted.
www.earleynag.org
0909C | Date, Time & Location of next meeting: Please note the meetings dates, times | NB: It is imperative that if
Meetings will be held bi-monthly on a and you are concerned about
Monday at 7.30 — 9.00 pm at the Earley Town | location an
Council Offices. Issue, i.e. litter or pot
Agenda issued a week before the holes etc please call
The following dates have been booked. meeting if you would like to add a Wokingham Borough
14 July 2025 discussion point please email to Council on 0118 9746000
8 September 2025 where they will be happy
10 November 2025 chairperson@earleynag.org to help.
If you are suspicious or a
crime has already been
committed call 101 or
report online.
In an emergency or if a
crime is in progress, dial
999.
If in doubt report it.
1704A | Reading University Community Events Molli Cleaver - Community Relations The NAG continues to
Events will be advised in due course. Manager welcome the support of
The University are very welcoming and it is the University of
a good opportunity to look around the community@reading.ac.uk Reading and would be
University and ask any questions or raise pleased to see students
concerns with senior staff i.e. parking litter picking around the
boundary of the
University.
0310F [If any members have problems with rubbish  [This service is highly effective and

or fly tipping, potholes etc, there is a page on
the WBC website entitled Roadworks and
outdoor maintenance:

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/roadworks-

and-outdoor-maintenance/

Use this to report the problem or see if already
reported.

efficient and should be used at every
opportunity.
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